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Building A Good Education System:
How Finland has moved from educational periphery to limelight



Too much, too soon





FINLAND 2009

People:
Å 5,3 million
Å 67% in urban and
Å 33% in rural areas

Geography:
Å 338 000 km2 
Å 10% water, 69% forests
Å 188 000 lakes
Å 1269 km border with Russia

Languages:
Å Finnish
Å Swedish
Å Sami
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1970 educational periphery
ÅParallel system     Visible inequity

ÅLow level educational attainment 

ÅBelow international average student 
achievement

ÅTeaching as a traditional, non-
professional craft



Education system 2009
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Global fame é










